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For Releage to AM's OF THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 1945,

Total holdings of frozen fish and shellfish reached an sll~time pesk of 138
million pounds on November 1, and invéntories since the first of the month have
continped the upward t:}end in most important centers of production and marketing,
the U, S. Fish and Wildlife Service reported todey,

The largest..qﬁantity of fish ever held in storage previously was 132 million
pounds, reported on Octeber 1, 19hh. Present holdinés represent an increase of
sbout 10.5 millidn pounds over October 1, 1945, and are 27 million pounds above
the 5-year average for this time of yeer,

Although holdings normally level off or decline rather sharply after November
1, current reports reaching the Fish and'Wildlifé Service indicate that increased
quantities of fish have been going into storage during November in New York,
Chicagb, Gloucestei‘, on the New Jersey coast; and in the Gﬁlf of Mexico area,

Qne of thé most St.riking features of the reports is the rise in the quantity
of shrimp placed in storage, Holdings of frozen shrimp, which totaled four mil-
lion pounds ofx September 1, rose to 8,4 million pounds on October 1 snd to the
unprecedented figure of 13,3 million pounds on Nevember 1. The increase in hold~
ings of frozen shrimp is not conf ined to the Gulf area, but is general throughout
the codyz}try_, the Service reported. l

Comparéd‘ with November 1, 1944, when holdings toteled 131 million pounds, the
principél increas,e’y"oc.ciu'z;ed in inventories of saltvfater fish and shellfish, 8Salt-
water species _ro'sé..fi'om‘ lO? t6 113 xﬁillidn pounds; shellfish from 11 to 19 million

' Holdings of'fresh.water. fish, on the other hand, are lower than a year sgo, de-

clining from 10 to "7 million pau.nds.
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